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MURFREESBORO, TN (WSMV) ­

Viral video raises questions about rights at DUI checkpoints
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Reported by Nancy Amons ­ email

Video that has gone viral in a short time is raising questions about your
rights, if you're stopped at a DUI checkpoint.

A 21­year­old man from Rutherford County says his rights were violated, and thousands of people have
weighed in with their comments and support online. However, one legal expert disagrees.

In the video, which appears to have been recorded from the passenger's seat of the man's car, the driver is
seen being asked by an officer to roll his window down. The driver questions why he needs to comply,
implying his window was down far enough already.

Officer: "How ya doing tonight? Roll your window down for me."
Driver: "This is fine, sir."
Officer: "Do what?"
Driver: "This is fine."

The video is subtitled with comments indicating the interaction was recorded at a DUI checkpoint in
Rutherford County on July 4.

It was posted to YouTube along with comments by the driver criticizing the officers. The subtitles indicated
the driver was unlawfully detained and searched for drugs.

Driver: "Am I being detained?"
Officer: "Pull over to the side, right there."
Driver: "Am I being detained?"
Officer: "Pull over to the side."

The situation ends after officers search the car for drugs after a K­9 officer sniffs around the outside. They
don't find anything illegal and let the driver go.

The videotaped stop has thousands of people posting their opinions online, so Channel 4 News invited legal
expert David Raybin to view the video and comment.

Raybin said it's a textbook case of what not to do if you're stopped.

"This guy is immediately becoming confrontational and non­compliant with the officer, for no reason. So the
officer is allowed to escalate this a little further," Raybin said.

Raybin said the officer is within his rights to ask the driver to roll down the window, because that is how he
can tell if the driver is intoxicated.

Raybin said you don't have the same rights when you're in a vehicle, and the courts do allow a brief
detention. He added the officer is justified in asking the driver to get out of the vehicle because he's been
non­compliant.

Channel 4 asked Raybin what he would do if he were defending that driver in court.

"You could make an argument that maybe this officer was overreacting to the way this person was
responding to him, but it would be a really close call. I think the tie in this case would go to the officer."
Raybin said.

The driver who posted the video did not want to do an on­camera interview about the incident, but he
answered questions by email. He said the video was not made to be disrespectful to law enforcement at all.
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He says, "there are plenty of great cops in Tennessee that do not believe in going outside of the law to take
away Constitutional freedom."

The Rutherford County Sheriff's Office released a statement Friday evening, saying the department is
"reviewing this incident.  We are looking into the matter to determine if there are any policy or procedure
violations."

Still, the video is gaining plenty of attention. Do you think the officer went too far? Let us know on the
Channel 4 Facebook page.

Copyright 2013 WSMV (Meredith Corporation). All rights reserved.

Recommended by

 by TaboolaIn The News

Swimsuit photo leads to
lawsuit against school

2 Metabolism­Destroying
Foods To Avoid At All

Midstate woman talks
about horrific domestic

The 5 Warning Signs of
Prostate Cancer

DHS directors, workers
caught having sexual

Pastor arrested on
money laundering

Surprising Abraham
Lincoln Descendants

5 Questions That Will Not
Get You Hired

http://www.wsmv.com/story/22765010/i-24-eastbound-closed-by-accident
http://www.wsmv.com/story/22765304/vacationing-tennessee-woman-dies-in-balcony-fall
http://www.wsmv.com/story/22780009/libertarian-party-members-behind-dui-checkpoint-video
http://www.wsmv.com/story/22747881/paula-deens-accuser-this-lawsuit-has-never-been-about-the-n-word
http://www.wsmv.com/story/22770329/former-riverdale-football-player-found-dead-at-home
http://www.wsmv.com/story/22751978/areas-under-flood-watch-rain-4-warn
http://www.dailydot.com/crime/facebook-murder-wife-status/
http://www.dailydot.com/crime/parents-facebook-child-molester/
http://www.mevio.com/episode/324258/al-roker-poops-his-pants
http://www.eonline.com/news/437636/casey-anthony-s-parents-sell-late-granddaughter-caylee-s-toys-at-a-yard-sale
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/video/nfl/20130709/nfl-hernandez-case-new-details.sportsillustrated/
http://www.rantsports.com/nfl/2013/06/27/aaron-hernandez-and-the-27-nfl-players-arrested-this-off-season/
http://www.facebook.com/wsmvtv
http://wsmv.com/
http://www.wsmv.com/story/22771502/viral-video-raises-questions-about-rights-at-dui-checkpoints#
http://www.taboola.com/popup?template=colorbox&utm_source=meredith-wsmv&utm_medium=bytaboola&utm_content=grid-4x2:grid-4x2:
http://www.wsmv.com/video?clipId=9035989&autostart=true
http://www.unleashyourthin.com/p/tbl/video/6946?noe1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=sponsored-content&utm_campaign=2013-05-15-initial-test&utm_content=2-metabolism-killing-foods-to-avoid-at-all-costs-X-banana-eyes-X-6946
http://www.wsmv.com/video?clipId=8509367&autostart=true
http://www.newsmaxhealth.com/MKTNews/Prostate-Cancer-Brownstein/2013/06/24/id/511545/?promo_code=13ED5-1&utm_source=taboola
http://www.wsmv.com/video?clipId=7310581&autostart=true
http://www.wsmv.com/video?clipId=7754175&autostart=true
http://www.ancestry.com/s56491/t27852/rd.ashx
http://clk.atdmt.com/MON/go/451703631/direct/01/
http://www.wsmv.com/video?clipId=9035989&autostart=true
http://www.unleashyourthin.com/p/tbl/video/6946?noe1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=sponsored-content&utm_campaign=2013-05-15-initial-test&utm_content=2-metabolism-killing-foods-to-avoid-at-all-costs-X-banana-eyes-X-6946
http://www.wsmv.com/video?clipId=8509367&autostart=true
http://www.newsmaxhealth.com/MKTNews/Prostate-Cancer-Brownstein/2013/06/24/id/511545/?promo_code=13ED5-1&utm_source=taboola
http://www.wsmv.com/video?clipId=7310581&autostart=true
http://www.wsmv.com/video?clipId=7754175&autostart=true
http://www.ancestry.com/s56491/t27852/rd.ashx
http://clk.atdmt.com/MON/go/451703631/direct/01/


7/10/13 Viral video raises questions about rights at DUI checkpoints - WSMV Channel 4

www.wsmv.com/story/22771502/viral-video-raises-questions-about-rights-at-dui-checkpoints 3/3

NEWS
Community
I­Team
Sports

VIDEO

WEATHER

ENTERTAINMENT

ABOUT WSMV
News Team
Program Schedule

ONLINE PUBLIC FILE
Closed Captioning
Children's Programming
FCC EEO Public File Report
Public File Contact

 

All content © 2013, WSMV; Nashville, TN. (A Meredith Corporation Station) and WorldNow. All Rights Reserved.
July 10 2013 | For more information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy and Terms of Service.

http://www.wsmv.com/category/208528/news
http://www.wsmv.com/category/208530/community
http://www.wsmv.com/category/210134/i-team
http://www.wsmv.com/category/208529/sports
http://www.wsmv.com/video
http://www.wsmv.com/weather
http://www.wsmv.com/category/211167/entertainment
http://www.wsmv.com/category/209614/about-channel-4
http://www.wsmv.com/category/209615/news-team
http://www.wsmv.com/category/213403/tv-listings
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/wsmv-tv
http://www.wsmv.com/story/14887957/closed-captioning-concerns
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/wsmv-tv/programs-list/

